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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


October,  1989  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership"!  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Jan- 
uary 1,  1990,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2309  Robert  E.  Bingham,  P.  0.  Box  340117,  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  TX  78234 
(French  Indo  China,  Vietnam,  Etc.) 

2310-MT  Robert  D.  Burg,  76  Delano  Avenue,  Revere,  Mass.  02151 
(World  Minors,  Crowns,  Silver  from  1700) 


Reinstatement:  The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws  and 

is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

1786-MT  Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot,  c/o  Dr.  W.  S.  Koldyk,  26 19 -B  1st  Ave. 
N.W.,  Calgary,  Ontario,  Canada  T2N  0C5 
(Low  Countries,  Ancients) 

***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

Dr.  Vladimir  Suchy 

RK80. WarM: 1986 : MMP 
WARSAW  MINT 

Medale  Mennicy  Panstowowej  1917-1983 

This  catalog  lists  all  the  medals  (760  in  all)  struck  at  the 
Warsaw  Mint  during  the  period  1979  through  1983. 

Pub.  1986,  190pp,  illus. 


Jim  Haley 

CC30.BenJ :X787:CI/2 
BENAVEN,  JLAN  MICHEL 

Le  caissier  Italien,  ou  l 'art  de  connoitre  toutes  les 

monnoies  actuelles  d'ltalie:  Ainsi  que  celles  de  tous  les 
estats  et  princes  de  l 'Europe , que  y ont  covers. 

Volume  2 only  containing  the  drawings  of  the  coins. 

Copy  of  the  original  1787  work,  183pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  the  Library  would  like  to  thank  Krause 
Publishers  for  sending  us  the  latest  copy  of  their  Standard  Catalog 
of  World  Coins. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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HISTORICAL  QUIZ  FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  MODERN  EUROPEAN  COINS 


1.  Who  coined  the  first  modern  dollar  size  coin  and  in  what  year? 

2.  How  many  European  countries  are  ruled  by  royal  women? 

3.  What  coin  has  a bird  of  paradise  as  the  only  reverse  design? 

4.  Who  was  king  simultaneously  in  two  hostile  countries  for  a period 
of  seven  years? 

5.  Which  three  cantons  formed  the  original  Swiss  union? 

6.  What  are  three  coin  names  derived  from  the  Joachimsthal  silver 
coin  of  1517? 

7.  What  was  the  original  nationality  of  the  first  modern  kings  of 
Belgium,  Greece,  Romania,  Bulgaria? 

8.  What  Italian  coin  has  a centaur  as  the  reverse  design? 

9.  When  was  the  old  colonial  Netherlands  divided  into  what  two 
modern  independent  nations? 

10.  What  is  the  name  of  the  royal  house  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  and 
when  was  it  changed  from  her  grandfather's? 

Answers  to  the  above  quiz  should  be  mailed  to  the  Editor  (address  on 
inside  front  cover).  The  five  people  with  the  most  correct  answers 
will  receive  a copy  of  Talers  and  Ecus  of  Alsace-Lorraine.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  answer  all  ten  questions  to  qualify  for  a book.  Answers 
must  be  postmarked  before  November  25th,  1989  to  qualify  for  a book. 
All  correct  answers  will  be  published  in  the  December  issue  of  the 
NI  BULLETIN. 

******** ************ ********* ******************** ********* ****** ****** 


GERMAN  GOLD  MEDAL  FEATURES  SPUTNIK 


Germany  struck  a gold  medal  for  the  1957/1958  Geophysical  Year  that 
features  the  Russian  satellite  Sputnik. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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SMITH  RETURNS  FROM  CHINA,  JOINS  SEATTLE  DEALER 


Bruce  W.  Smith,  well  known  expert  on  Chinese  coins  and  paper  money, 
has  joined  the  staff  of  Scott  Semans,  a Seattle-based  dealer  special- 
ising in  the  coins  of  Africa  and  Asia. 

A native  of  St.  Louis,  Smith  has  collected  and  studied  Chinese  coins 
and  paper  money  for  20  years.  Since  1973  he  has  authored  nearly  100 
numismatic  works  in  a dozen  different  publications.  From  December, 

1974  to  February,  1977  Smith  was  on  the  editorial  staff  of  World  Coin 
News  and  also  contributed  to  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  and 
the  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Paper  tfoney.  From  1977  through  1987  he 
was  a full  time  coin  dealer,  first  operating  a coin  shop  in  Stevens 
Point,  Wisconsin;  then  managing  a coin  shop  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana; 
later  doing  shows  and  mail  order. 

During  1982-1984  he  published  the  East  Asia  Journal s but  suspended 
publication  when  he  moved  back  to  St.  Louis  in  1985.  During  the 
summers  of  1987  and  1988  he  participated  in  the  archaeological  excav- 
ation of  a mound  builder  civilization  village  beside  the  Missouri 
River. 

In  August,  1988  Smith,  his  wife,  Ruth,  and  their  six  year  old  daughter, 
Jessica,  went  to  live  on  the  campus  of  Zhengzhou  University  in  north 
China  (about  400  miles  south  of  Beijing),  where  he  studied  Chinese 
language  and  worked  on  a research  project  with  a Chinese  professor. 

That  project  involved  studying,  locating  and  excavating  a lost  city  in 
Shansi  province  which  issued  spade  coins,  knife  coins  and  round  coins 
between  400  and  220  BC. 

While  in  China,  Smith  was  able  to  travel  widely,  meeting  many  collect- 
ors; to  visit  museums  with  numismatic  exhibits,  and  to  collect  about 
a dozen  different  magazines  issued  by  some  of  the  coin  clubs  in  China. 
The  existence  of  these  journals  is  largely  unknown  because  their  cir- 
culation outside  of  the  country  is  prohibited.  Thanks  to  the  recent 
publishing  explosion  in  China,  he  was  also  able  to  add  many  Chinese 
numismatic  works  to  his  library. 

Though  they  planned  to  stay  in  China  for  two  years,  the  Smiths  were 
forced  to  leave  this  June  following  the  massacre  in  Beijing.  Smith 
was  able  to  get  out  with  his  computer,  research  notes,  some  reference 
materials  and  with  the  tokens  and  paper  money  he  collected  in  China. 
What  he  had  to  leave  behind  were  most  of  his  books  --  both  those  he 
took  with  him  from  the  United  States  and  those  he  bought  in  China  -- 
and  the  coins  and  medals  he  had  collected. 

Smith  and  his  family  plan  to  stay  in  the  Seattle  area  for  a year  or 
two.  During  the  coming  months  he  will  assist  Semans  in  preparing  for 
sale  some  recently  purchased  coin  collections,  a collection  of  Chinese 
and  Korean  amulets,  and  a large  stock  of  numismatic  books.  Other  pro- 
jects planned  include  a revision  of  the  Schjoth  catalog  of  Chinese 
coins,  a catalog  of  amulets,  a catalog  of  Korean  tokens,  a catalog  of 
Chinese  ration  coupons,  and  a catalog  of  Siam  gambling  tokens.  Some 
of  Smith's  long  range  plans  include  a catalog  of  obsolete  notes  of 
Missouri,  a catalog  of  Hungarian  notgeld,  and  a second  volume  of  Ward 
Smith's  Chinese  Banknotes.  Smith  may  be  contacted  at  P.  0.  Box  232, 
Port  Ludlow,  WA  98365.  Smith  has  been  a member  of  MI  since  October, 


DALLAS  COIN  CLUB'S  "YOUNG  NUMISMATISTS"  REALLY  START  EARLY 


History  was  made  on  the  18th  of  May,  1989,  when  the  Dallas  Coin  Club 
accepted  Valerie  Ann  de  los  Santos  as  their  first  junior  member.  Not 
only  that,  Valerie  Ann  may  be  the  youngest  card  carrying  club  member 
in  the  United  States  since  she  was  born  on  15  February  1989. 

Her  proud  grandfather,  Paul  "Gramps"  Garner,  NLG,  stated  "It's  never 
too  early  to  start  a kid  right  in  the  hobby.  Of  course,  I realize 
that  I will  have  to  give  Val  a little  extra  help  for  a couple  of 
years"  as  he  handed  club  president  Tom  Ragsdale  a check  to  pay  for 
Valeries'  dues  through  her  18th  birthday. 

An  unidentified  member  of  the  club  standing  nearby  was  overheard  to 
mumble  that  he  had  known  that  they  needed  some  nice  fresh  new  blood 
in  the  club,  but  he  hadn 1 1 known  that  it  would  be  quite  this  new. 

This  action  didn't  come  as  a surprise  to  those  who  know  "Gramps"  and 
his  involvement  in  the  Texas  Numismatic  Association's  Young  Numismat- 
ist program.  For  the  past  three  years  he  has  been  furnishing  free 
Redbooks  to  the  program.  He  also  established  the  Emily  B.  Garner 
Young  Numismatist  Award  in  memory  of  his  mother.  This  award  consists 
of  a $50  bond  to  the  Young  Numismatist  who  signs  up  the  most  new  Young 
Numismatists  each  year  for  the  TNA. 

Gramps  is  fond  of  climbing  on  his  soapbox  about  Young  Numismatists. 
"We've  got  to  realize  that  we  need  youth  in  this  hobby.  From  a prac- 
tical standpoint  the  dealer  needs  the  Young  Numismatist  since  they 
will  be  the  customers  of  the  future.  The  hobby  need  the  Young  Numis- 
matist since  they  will  be  the  future  of  our  hobby.  There  is  no  easy 
way  to  get  them  involved.  At  a bare  minimum  you  have  to  like  kids, 
remember  how  you  were  at  that  age  and  be  willing  to  reach  out  to  them." 

Echoing  Gramps  words  is  Mr.  Ralph  Ross,  the  Texas  Numismatic  Associ- 
ation Youth  Chairman  who  has  singlehandedly  turned  around  the  state 
Young  Numismatist  program.  Ralph  is  a school  teacher  in  the  Houston 
area.  With  the  approval  of  the  local  school  district  and  the  sup- 
port of  school  administrators,  he  has  founded  three  Young  Numismatist 
clubs  in  the  school  system.  It  is  due  to  his  efforts  that  Texas  has 
the  best  Young  Numismatist  program  in  the  United  States. 

President  Tom  Ragsdale  of  the  Dallas  Coin  Club  stressed  that  the 
Dallas  Coin  Club,  61  years  old  and  the  oldest  continously  active  coin 
club  west  of  the  Mississippi,  is  actively  looking  for  Young  Numis- 
matists to  join.  Anybody,  adult  or  Young  Numismatist,  is  welcome  to 
come  to  the  monthly  meeting  at  the  Dallas  International  Center,  6033 
Berkshire  (near  Preston  Center),  Dallas.  Meetings  are  held  the  3rd 
Thursday  of  each  month  and  start  at  7:30  PM. 

********************************************************************* 


MEXICO-SPAIN  CONNECTION:  A recently  found  edict  signed  by  Spain's 

monarch,  Ferdinand  VII,  permitted  the  legal  circulation  of  the  coins 
of  Mexico's  Agustin  Iturbide  in  the  former  mother  country.  This  is 
reported  under  entry  1573  in  the  ANS's  NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE  #119  of 
March  1988 . 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG,  NI-HLM) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  #1289 

No.  52  - MICHAEL  VII  DUCAS  (1071-1077) 

(a)  With  his  Brothers  (1071-1074,  1077) 

(b)  With  his  Son,  Constantine  (1074-1078) 

Michael’s  early  career  was  an  associate  Augustus  with  his  father  Con- 
stantine X and  his  brothers  and  was  even  give  the  place  of  honor  on  a 
histamenon  struck  by  his  stepfather  Romanus  IV.  In  October  of  1071, 
he  seized  the  supreme  power  when  his  uncle,  Caesar  John  Ducas,  des- 
patched his  mother  Eudocia  to  a monastery  and  had  the  Emperor  Romanus 
IV  imprisoned.  Michael  it  seems  was  a sorry  contrast  to  his  step- 
father, as  he  was  engrossed  in  literature  and  verse  making  and  left 
the  affairs  of  state  to  his  subordinates.  This  pathetic  circumstance 
was  at  the  very  moment  when  the  Seljouks  were  overrunning  Asia  Minor 
and  revolt  was  rife  on  all  sides.  He  is  known  to  history  for  his 
nick-name,  "Parapinaces,"  the  "Peck-Fi Icher , " because  in  a year  of 
famine  he  reduced  the  measure  of  wheat. 

Michael  VII  did  not  rule  alone,  his  brothers  were  from  the  beginning 
of  this  reign  co-emperors  and  his  son  Constantine  was  raised  to  August- 
us shortly  after  his  birth  in  1074.  None  of  these  Augusti  were  recog- 
nized in  the  coinage,  but  Michael's  wife,  Maria  of  Alania  (Georgia) 
appears  on  several  of  his  coins.  This  was  contrary  to  tradition,  but 
followed  the  example  of  his  father,  who  had  associated  his  wife  but 
not  his  children  with  him  on  the  coins. 

It  seems  that  Michael  was  well  versed  in  the  systems  of  government 
expenses  and  revenues  and  also  in  the  workings  of  the  mint.  Psellus 
praises  him  for  his  specialized  knowledge  of  the  mint;  "He  knew  all 
about  the  making  of  coins,  the  equilibrium  of  the  balance  and  how  much 
they  (coins)  should  weigh,  what  was  their  permissible  remedy,  how  the 
alloy  was  manufactured  and  what  proportion  of  gold  and  silver  the 
coins  should  contain."  This  experience  in  the  matters  of  the  mint 
presumably  played  a role  in  the  fate  of  the  coinage,  although  several 
factors  contributed  to  the  difficulties  of  the  treasury.  When  Michael 
became  emperor,  the  nomisma  was  about  sixteen  carats  fine,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  reign,  it  was  reduced  to  about  twelve  carats  for  the 
histamenon  and  ten  carats  or  less  for  the  tetarteron.  One  catalogue 
even  lists  a tetarteron  of  such  poor  metal  that  it  is  said  to  be  of 
silver.  Michael's  gold  coins  are  recognizable,  not  only  from  the  poor 
quality  and  hence  the  pale  color  of  the  gold,  but  also  from  their  full 
concave  form. 

After  six  years  of  reign,  Michael  was  faced  with  revolts  in  both  the 
east  and  the  west.  In  October  of  1077,  an  elderly  general  named  Nice- 
phorus  Botaniates,  headed  the  revolt  in  Asia  Minor,  and  this  was  fol- 
lowed by  a revolt  in  Thrace  by  Nicephorus  Bryennius.  On  March  31, 

1078,  Michael  abdicated  in  favor  of  his  brother  Constantius  and  retired 
to  a monastery.  Constantius  refused  the  throne  as  did  Alexius  Comnenus, 
another  cadidate  for  emperor.  It  was  then  that  Nicephorus  Botaniates 
crossed  the  Bosphorus  and  entered  the  capital  on  Tuesday,  April  3, 

1078  and  was  immediately  crowned  emperor  by  the  Patriarch  Cosmas. 
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The  Coinage 


Gold:  Histamenon. 


Class  I:  Obverse,  no  inscription.  Christ  seated _on  a square 

backed  throne  facing.  To  the  left  is  ic  , to  the 
right  is  XC,  and  a double  border  of  dots. 

Reverse,  +MIX  AHA  RACIAOA  . A bust  of  Michael  facing 
and  bearded.  In  his  right  hand  is  a labarum  headed 
scepter  and  in  his  left  is  the  gobus  cruciger.  It 
has  a double  border  of  dots. 


Class  I Class  II 

Class  II:  Obverse,  no  inscription.  A bust  of  Christ  facing 

with  a long  pointed  beard  and  a cross  nimbus.  A 
double  border  of  dots. 

Reverse,  virtually  the  same  as  Class  I. 


Tetarteron: 


Class  I:  Obverse , +0K€  ROH0  . The  usual  bust  of  the  Virgin 

with  the  medallion  of  the  Infant  Christ. 

Reverse,  +MIX  AHA  MAPIA.  Half  length  figures  of 
Michael  on  the  left  and  Maria  on  the  right.  They 
hold  a long  cross  between  them.  A single  border  of 
dots. 


Class  I Class  II 


Class  II:  Obverse,  same  as  Class  I,  but  no  pellets  in  the 

cross. 

Reverse,  -HrllXAHA  SMAPIA  • Same  as  Class  I,  but  X 
on  the  shaft  of  the  cross. 
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Class  III:  Obverse,  +©K€RO  H06I+  • Same  as  Class  I,  but  the 

Virgin  is  nimbate. 

Reverse,  same  as  Class  II. 

Si  Tver:  Mi  li  aresion. 

Class  I (Flat): 


Obverse,  €NTUTU)NIKAT€  Ml  XAHASMAPIA . Across 
crosslet  above  three  steps.  To  the  left  is  a fac- 
ing bust  of  Michael  and  to  the  right  is  a bust  of 
Maria.  It  has  a triple  linear  border. 

Reverse,  a five  line  inscription. 

MIXAHA 

KAIMAPIA 

niCTOIRA 

CIA6ICPUI 

MARUN 

There  are  varying  ornaments  above  and  below  and  a 
triple  linear  border. 


Class  II 


Class  I 


Class  II  (Concave): 


Obverse,  +6K6ROH06I  TUIC  UJAOVAUJ . The  Virgin 
standing  on  a rectangular  footstool,  nimbate.  In 
the  field  frVP  ^7  and  a double  linear  border. 


Reverse,  +MIXAHA  RACIA  OAKA.  Michael  bearded 
standing  facing.  He  is  holding  a long  cross  in 
his  right  hand  and  rests  his  left  on  a sword  in 
its  sheath.  There  is  a double  linear  border. 


2/3  Mili aresion. 
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Class  I:  Obverse,  the  usual  bust  of  the  Virgin  with  a me- 

dallion of  Chri st. 

Reverse,  a five  line  inscription.  Border  of  dots. 

+0R€ 

ROH06I 

MIXAHA 

A€CnOTH 

TUJAUKA 


Class  I Class  II 


Class  II:  Obverse,  same  as  Class  I,  with  some  variations  in 

details. 

Reverse,  six  line  inscription.  Border  of  dots. 

- + - 
0K€R,0, 

MIXAHA 
AGCnOTH 
TUJAOV 
- KA  - 


Class  III:  Obverse,  same  as  Class  I Miliaresion,  but  a single 
border  of  dots. 


Reverse,  same  as  Class  II. 


Class  III  Class  IV 

Class  IV:  Obverse,  no  inscription.  Christ  seated  on  a 

backless  throne. 

Reverse,  a six  line  inscription.  Single  border 
of  dots.  _ , _ 

+K€R,0, 

MIXAHA 

AGCriOTH 

TUJAOVKA 
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1/3  Miliaresion: 


Class  I:  Obverse,  no  inscription.  The  usual  bust  of  the 

Vi  rgin. 

Reverse,  a six  line  inscription.  Border  of  dots. 

- + - 
+©K6R/0< 

MIXAHA 
AGCnOTH 
TUJAOV 
- KA  - 


Class  I Class  II 


Class  II:  Obverse,  no  inscription.  The  usual  bust  of  Christ 


Reverse,  similar  to  Class  I. 


Bronze:  Follis. 


Follis 


Obverse,  no  inscription.  The  usual  bust  of  Christ 
Reverse,  +MIX  AHA  RACIOA.  A bust  of  Michael. 


1/2  Follis. 


% Follis 


Obverse,  as  follis. 

Reverse,  + MIXA  RACIAOA.  Same  as  follis. 
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"A  SINGLE  HEBREW  LETTER":  MEDIEVAL  HUNGARIAN  SILVER  COINS 

WITH  HEBREW  LETTERS 


Throughout  history,  Judaic  coins  have  preserved  physical  proof  of  the 
triumph  of  adversity .. .from  the  overstriking  of  Roman  and  Greek  coins 
by  Simon  bar  Kochba  during  the  Second  Revolt  against  Rome  (132-135  CE) 
to  the  production  of  Israel's  first  crude  coins  in  a Tel  Aviv  cutlery 
factory  early  in  1948  while  the  newly  proclaimed  country  was  fighting 
off  the  might  of  Arab  armies.  Bar  Kochba 's  first  name  appears  on  his 
coins,  and  we  know  that  Alfred  Salzman  struck  Israel's  first  coins 
from  dies  engraved  by  Moshe  Muro. 

Other  Judiac  coin  issuers  have  left  only  tantalizing  hints  as  to  their 
identities.  The  appearance  on  the  numismatic  marketplace  of  a group 
of  small  silver  coins  struck  in  medieval  Hungary,  are  historic  pieces 
of  evidence  in  a mysterious  numismatic  puzzle. 

Daniel  Friedenberg  describes  a fascinating  series  of  events  in  his 
book  Jewish  Mintevs  and  Medalists’.  As  early  as  1063,  writings  of 
Rabbi  Judah  Hacohen  of  Mainz  reveal  that  Queen  Anastasia,  widow  of 
Hungarian  King  Andreas  I,  had  dealings  with  Hungarian  and  German-Jewi sh 
businessmen  regarding  the  use  of  the  royal  mint.  As  a result,  one 
merchant  was  permitted  to  have  his  own  small  silver  coins  privately 
struck  at  the  royal  mint.  The  connection  became  more  official  by  the 
13th  century,  when  state  policy  changed  and  the  mint  began  to  be  farmed 
out.  Between  the  years  1222  and  1234  the  clergy  and  nobility  protested 
vehemently  against  tne  role  of  Jewish  mint  masters,  arid  the  matter  was 
not  settled  until  1239,  when  Pope  Gregory  IX  decided  in  favor  of  the 
Jewish  interests.  This  tolerance  continued  until  1279,  when  the  pres- 
sures grew  more  extreme  and  Jews  were  finally  excluded. 
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In  this  brief  40  year  period,  small  silver  "obols"  were  issued  by  un- 
known Jewish  mint  masters  under  Bela  IV  (1235-1270)  and  Stephan  V 
(1270-1272).  Small  quantities  of  three  different  issues,  which  were 
originally  part  of  the  Niklovits  Collection  in  the  National  Hungarian 
Museum  were  recently  offered  individually  and  in  sets  by  Superior 
Stamp  and  Coin  Company  (9478  West  Olympic  Boulevard,  Beverly  Hills, 
California  90212-4299,  Tel.  (213)  203-9855). 

The  three  coins  available  from  Superior  and  illustrated  here  are  all 
silver  "obols"  measuring  about  11  millimeters,  as  follows:  Aleph  type: 

Obverse  with  the  head  of  Stephan  facing  left,  inscribed  M0NETA  UNGARIE 
(Hungarian  money);  reverse  with  a large  Hebrew  letter  "Aleph"  surround- 
ed by  two  birds;  Large  "Tsadi"  type:  Struck  under  Bela  IV,  obverse 

featues  a castle  tower  on  a hill  between  two  lilies  (fleur-de-lis), 
and  a large  Hebrew  letter  "Tsadi"  appears  within  a wreath  on  the  re- 
verse; and  Small  "Tsadi"  type:  also  issued  during  the  reign  of  Bela 

IV,  a small  Hebrew  letter  "Tsadi"  is  shown  on  the  reverse  along  with 
an  eagle  with  spread  wings. 

Scholar  Daniel  Friedenberg  aptly  summed  up:  "It  is  intriguing  to 
think  of  these  unknown  men,  dead  for  over  700  years,  whose  sole  stamp 
in  history  is  a single  Hebrew  letter." 

Adapted  from  text  prepared  by  Mel  Wacks,  NLG 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
THE  THREE  GRACES? 


The  city  of  Magdeburg  in  Prussia  issued  a Broad  Taler  in  1622  for  the 
Holy  Roman  Emperor  Otto  I.  The  obverse  shows  a view  of  a castle  on 
the  left  and  in  front  of  it  an  open  carriage  with  swans  and  peacocks 
pulling  four  nude  female  figures  in  the  open  carriage.  The  female 
figures  represent  the  goddess  of  Love  (Aphrodite  or  Venus)  and  the 
three  graces,  Aglaia  (Brilliance),  Euphrosyne  (Joy),  and  Thalia  (Bloom). 
It  was  said  that  those  who  posed  for  the  figures  were  the  town's  well 
known  prostitutes,  and  that  is  the  reason  for  this  Taler  to  be  called 
the  "Prostitution  Taler". 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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A RUSSIAN-ASSOCIATED  ANCONA  NECESSITY  ISSUE 


Randolph  Zander , NLG,  Alexandria , VA,  NI-HLH 

(Reprinted  with  kind  permission  of  the  writer/Editor  of  the  RUSSIAN 
NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY  JOURNAL,  from  issue  #34,  Spring  1989  issue) 


The  necessity  two-zlote  and  six-groszy  coins  issued  by  the 
beleaguered  Franco-Polish  defenders  of  Zaraosc  in  1813  have  by 
convention  come  to  be  considered  as  an  associated  issue,  linked  to 
the  general  Russian  numismatic  field.  A principal  basis  for  the 
linkage  is  the  fact  that  the  besieging  army  was  Russian. 

A partway  analogous  case  can  be  made  for  the  necessity  coinage  of 
Ancona  on  the  Adriatic  coast  in  1799.  This  regional  capital  of  the 
province  of  the  Roman  Republic  issued  coins  during  the  May  to 
November  1799  blockade  of  the  place  by  a Russo-Turkish  fleet  under 
Russian  Admiral  Ushakov  and  an  Austro-Russo-Turkish  land  force 
under  Austrian  General  Froelich.  The  coinage  was  put  out  by  a 
defending  force  under  French  General  Monnier. 

The  issue  in  question  involves  two  types.  First  there  are  base 
silver  scudi  of  the  Roman  type  dated  1780  and  half  scudi  of  the 
Ancona  type  dated  1778.  The  coins  are  struck  from  old  dies.  They 
are  distinguishable  by  the  worn  dies  and  the  usually  poor  quality 
of  the  silver  used.  Figure  1 shows  a half  scudo. 

More  characteristically,  there  are  several  varieties  of  undated 
two-baiocchini  pieces  and  a single  variety  of  a rare  baiocco.  All 
were  crudely  produced  on  a roller  press  from  bell  metal  and  dis- 
carded cannon  (Figures  2,  3,  4).  Four  obverse  dies  and  four 
reverse  dies  were  affixed  to  the  pair  of  rollers  which  produced  the 
coins.  The  initials  AP  and  TH,  are  for  local  die-sinkers  — 
Andronico  Perpenti  and  Tommaso  Mercandetti.  The  dies  of  the  silver 
pieces  and  of  a few  of  the  coppers  were  furnished  by  Rome,  but  the 
great  bulk  of  the  copper  dies  were  cut  locally.  A provisional  mint 
in  the  Church  of  Santa  Maria  della  Piazza  struck  all  of  the 


i 
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★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


THE  BOVY  SERIES  OF  1855 


In  1855  Geneva,  Switzerland 
Five  Francs  coin.  The  same 
planchet  coin  and  a regular 


issued  a triple  thick  planchet  (piedfort) 
dies  were  also  used  for  a square  heavy 
thickness  coin. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  COB  COINS  OF  POTOSI  ASSAYER  JOSE  CARNICER,  1741  - 1744 
J.  Alma  Ott,  Provo,  Utah,  NI  #2145 


For  too  long  a time,  all  available  sources  cataloguing  the  cobs  of 
Potosi  have  been  inaccurate  in  listing  of  Assayer  "C"  - Jose 

Carnicer.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  Assayer  "P"  (Diego  del  Puy) 
struck  cobs  under  the  reign  of  Philip  V from  1740  to  1742,  and 
Assayer  Jose  Carnicer  from  1742  to  1744.  (1) 


Potosi  1741  " C ” 2 Reales  under  Assayer  JosS  Carnicer 

In  that  time  Assayer  Carnicer  is  known  to  have  struck  these  coins  in 
the  typical  denominations  of  eight,  four,  two,  one  and  one-half 
Reales  in  silver.  The  photo  here  is  of  a Potosi  1741  "C"  2 Reales. 
This  coin  has  a diameter  of  23.3  mm.  x 20.3  mm.,  2.75  mm.  thick.,  and 
weighs  6.29  grams.  I have  been  notified  by  one  leading  Cob  dealer 
that  he  has  been  told  of  a "few"  other  1741  " C " cobs  - although  to 
what  extent  is  not  known. 

Are  there  other  types  and  denominations  of  the  1741  "C " cobs?  It 
would  seem  very  logical  that  there  were.  (During  my  years  of 
collecting  and  researching  cobs  I have  learned  not  to  assume 
anything.)  One  thing  we  can  be  certain  of  is  that  they  are  very 
scarce  — and  possibly  rare. 

I can  find  no  record  of  any  1741  "C"  cobs  sold  through  auctions, 
fixed  price  lists,  or  private  sales  over  a period  of  the  last  30 
years,  other  than  example  I purchased  earlier  this  year  from  a 
Florida  Cob  dealer.  I am  interested  in  all  information  and 
correspondence,  photos,  prices  paid,  etc.,  on  these  coins  with  the 
intention  of  compiling  enough  information  for  a more  precise  article 
on  these  coins  in  hopes  of  them  being  included  in  all  future  articles 
and  catalogies  of  the  fascinating  and  never-ending  subject  of  the 
cobs  from  Spanish  Colonial  Mints! 

Photos  of  other  interesting  coins  pertaining  to  this  article  can 
be  found  in  the  following  references: 

1)  1741  "P"  4 Reales:  H.F.  Burzio  - DICCIONARIO  DE  LA  HONEDA 
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HI SPANOAMERI CANA , Vol . 3,  #625. 

2)  1743  "C"  2 Reales:  Frank  Sedwick  - THE  PRACTICAL  BOOK  OF  COBS , 

Page  71. 

3)  1743  "C"  8 Reales:  THE  JULIUS  GUTTAG  COLLECTION  OF  LATIN 
AMERICAN  COINS , 14154. 

4)  1744  "C"  2 Reales:  H.F.  Burzio  - DICCIONARIO  DE  LA 
MONEDA_HI SPANOAMERI CANA , Vol.  3,  #626. 


Please  direct  all  correspondence  to:- 

Mr.  J . Alma  Ottr  124  Nest  880  South , Provo , UT  84601  USA 


(1)  Krause/Mishler  - STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  NORLD  COINS 
Arno ldo  J.  Cunietti-Ferrando  - MONEDAS  DE  LA  REPUBLICA 
ARGENTINA 

Frank  Sedwick  - THE  PRACTICAL  BOOK  OF  COBS 

Humberto  F.  Burzio  - DICCIONARIO  DE  LA  MONEDA  HISPANO 

AMERICANA 

Luis  Alberto  Asbun-Karmy  - MONEDAS , MEDALLAS,  BILLETES, 

ACCIONES,  Y DOCUMENTOS  BANCARIOS  DE  BOLIVIA 

* Numerous  Auction  Catalogues  and  Fixed  Price  Lists  by  noted 
numismatists . 

**************************************************** ***************** 
DEERSKIN  MONEY 


"When  the  Han  conquered  the  Ch 'in,  206  B.C.,  they  followed  the  Ch’in 
use  of  gold  and  copper,  two  exceptions  later  being  made,  ca.  120-114 
B.C.,  in  the  issue  of  the  so-called  'deerskin  money,'  and  in  the  use 
of  silver  coins." 

"Accordingly,  (it  was  decided)  to  make  a medium  of  exchange  out  of 
white  deerskin,  in  squares  of  one  foot  (approx.  9.094  "),  which  had 
borders  embroidered  in  variegated  colors.  (Each)  was  valued  at  four 
hundred  thousand  (cash).  Vassal  kings  and  marquises  of  the  realm, 
and  members  of  the  clan  of  the  ruling  house,  whenever  they  came  to 
court  to  render  homage  at  formal  audiences  in  spring  and  in  autumn, 
and  to  bring  gifts  to  the  throne,  would  (first)  be  required  to  present 
their  insignia  of  jade  lying  on  the  (deer)  skin  medium  of  exchange 
[pi  = money,  currency,  medium  of  exchange),  and  then  they  would  be 
allowed  to  proceed. " 


Taken  from  p.  15  and  269,  Han  Shu 
24  Food  & Money  in  Ancient  China 
The  Earliest  Economic  History  of 
China  to  A. D.  25.  Translated  and 
Annotated  by  Nancy  Lee  Swann. 
Princeton:  Princeton  University 
Press  1950. 

(Submitted  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert) 
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NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


The  Ways  of  a Chinese  Market,  1844 

( Evari ste-Regi s Hue  and  Joseph  Gabet  were  intrepid  French  Vicentian 
missionaries  in  China  who  set  out  from  To-lun,  some  160  miles  north  of 
Peking,  in  1844  to  make  their  way  across  what  is  now  Inner  Mongolia, 
the  Hwang-ho  River,  the  Great  Wall,  the  Ordos  and  Koko  Nor  deserts, 
barren  wastes  and  snow-clogged  mountain  passes,  to  Lhasa,  Tibet.  They 
dressed  as  lamas,  studied  the  Chinese  and  Tibetan  languages  and  Budd- 
hist rites  and  writings,  rode  horses  and  camels,  and  despite  dangers 
from  bandits,  wild  animals,  disease,  and  the  elements,  they  reached 
Lhasa  on  January  29,  1846. 

Father  Hue  kept  a diary  recording  in  fascinating  detail  their  obser- 
vations and  adventures  in  an  area  still  largely  unknown  to  the  West 
and  rarely  penetrated  by  foreigners.  The  passages  of  their  chronicle 
quoted  below  give  a taste  of  their  observations  of  interests  to  numis- 
matists. They  are  in  an  area  of  mixed  Chinese  and  Tartar  population.) 


The  day  after  our  arrival  at  the  military  town  of  Koukou-Khoton  (or 
'Blue  Town')  we  repaired  on  a visit  to  the  mercantile  district...  We 
went  out  to  purchase  some  winter  clothing,  the  want  of  which  began 
to  make  itself  sensible  felt.  But  first,  in  order  to  facilitate  our 
dealings,  we  had  to  sell  some  ounces  of  silver.  The  money  of  the 
Chinese  consists  entirely  of  small  round  copper  coins,  of  the  size  of 
our  halfpenny,  with  a square  hole  in  the  centre,  through  which  the 
people  string  them,  so  that  they  may  be  conveniently  carried.  These 
coins  the  Chinese  call,  tsien;  the  Tartars,  dchos;  and  the  European, 
sapeks.  Gold  and  silver  are  not  coined  at  all;  they  are  melted  into 
ingots  of  various  sizes,  and  thus  put  into  circulation.  Gold  dust 
and  gold  leaf  are  also  current  in  commerce,  and  they  also  possess  bank 
notes.  The  ordinary  value  of  the  ounce  of  silver  is  1,700  or  1,800 
sapeks,  according  to  the  scarcity  or  abundance  of  silver  in  the  country. 

The  money  changers  have  two  irregular  modes  of  making  a profit  by  their 
traffic;  if  they  state  the  fair  price  of  silver  to  the  customer,  they 
cheat  him  in  the  weight;  if  their  scales  and  their  method  of  weighing 
are  accurate,  they  diminish  the  price  of  the  silver  accordingly.  But 
when  they  have  to  do  with  Tartars,  they  employ  neither  of  these  meth- 
ods of  fraud;  on  the  contrary,  they  weigh  the  silver  scrupulously, 
and  sometimes  allow  a little  overweight,  and  even  they  pay  them  above 
the  market  price;  in  fact,  they  appear  to  be  quite  losers  by  the  trans- 
action, and  so  they  would  be,  if  the  weight  and  the  price  of  the  silver 
alone  were  considered;  their  advantage  is  derived,  in  these  cases, 
from  the  manner  of  calculating  the  amount.  When  they  come  to  reduce 
the  silver  into  sapeks,  they  do  indeed  reduce  it,  making  the  most 
flagrant  miscalculations,  which  the  Tartars,  who  can  count  nothing 
beyond  their  beads,  are  quite  incapable  of  detecting,  and  which  they, 
accordingly,  adopt  implicitly,  and  even  with  satisfaction,  always  con- 
si  dering  they  have  sold  their  bullion  well,  since  they  know  the  full 
weight  has  been  allowed,  and  that  the  full  market  price  has  been  given. 

At  the  money  changers  in  the  Blue  Town,  to  which  we  went  to  sell  some 
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silver,  the  Chinese  dealers  essayed,  according  to  custom,  to  apply 
this  fraud  to  us  but  they  were  disconcerted.  The  weight  shown  by 
their  scales  was  perfectly  correct,  and  the  price  they  offered  us 
was  rather  above  the  ordinary  course  of  exchange,  and  the  bargain 
between  us  was  so  far  concluded.  The  chief  clerk  took  the  souan-pan 
(abacus),  the  calculation  table  used  by  the  Chinese,  and  after  cal- 
culating with  an  appearance  of  intense  nicety,  announced  the  result 
of  his  operation. 

"This  is  an  exchange-office,"  said  we;  "you  are  the  buyers,  we  the 
sellers;  you  have  made  your  calculations,  we  will  make  ours:  give 

us  a pencil  and  a piece  of  paper." 

"Nothing  can  be  more  just;  you  have  enunciated  a fundamental  law  of 
commerce,"  and  so  saying,  they  handed  us  a writing-case.  We  took  the 
pencil  and  a very  short  calculation  exhibited  a difference  in  our 
favour  of  a thousand  sapeks. 

"Superintendent  of  the  bank,"  said  we,  "your  souan-pan  is  in  error  by 
a thousand  sapeks." 

"Impossible!  Do  you  think  that  all  of  a sudden  I've  forgotten  my 
souan-pan ? Let  me  go  over  it  again;"  and  he  proceeded  with  an  air  of 
great  anxiety  to  appear  correct,  to  set  his  calculating  machine  once 
more  in  operation,  the  other  customers  by  our  side  looking  on  with 
great  amazement  at  all  this. 

When  he  had  done:  "Yes,"  said  he,  "I  knew  I was  right;  see,  brother;" 

and  he  passed  the  machine  to  a colleague  behind  the  counter,  who  went 
over  his  calculation;  the  result  of  their  operations  was  exactly  the 
same  to  a fraction. 

"You  see,"  said  the  principal,  "there  is  no  error.  How  is  it  that  our 
calculation  does  not  agree  with  that  which  you  have  written  down  there?" 

"It  is  unimportant  to  inquire  why  your  calculation  does  not  agree  with 
ours;  this  is  certain,  that  your  calculation  is  wrong  and  our  right. 

You  see  these  little  characters  that  we  have  traced  on  this  paper; 
they  are  a very  different  thing  from  your  souan-pan ; it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  be  wrong.  Were  all  the  calculators  of  the  world  to  work 
the  whole  of  their  lives  upon  this  operation,  they  could  arrive  at  no 
other  result  than  this;  that  your  statement  is  wrong  by  a thousand 
sapeks." 

The  money-changers  were  extremely  embarrassed,  and  began  to  turn  very 
red,  when  a bystander,  who  perceived  that  the  affair  was  assuming  an 
awkward  aspect,  presented  himself  as  umpire. 

"I'll  reckon  it  up  for  you,"  said  he,  and  taking  the  souan-pan3  his 
calculation  agreed  with  ours.  The  superintendent  of  the  bank  there- 
upon made  us  a profound  bow. 

"Sirs  Lamas,"  said  he,  "your  mathematics  are  better  than  mine." 

"Oh,  not  at  all,"  replied  we,  with  a bow  equally  profound;  "your 
souan-pan  is  excellent,  but  who  ever  heard  of  a calculator  always 
exempt  from  error?  People  like  you  may  well  be  mistaken  once  and  a 
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way,  whereas  poor  simple  folks  like  us  make  blunders  ten  thousand 
times.  Now,  however,  we  have  fortunately  concurred  in  our  reckoning, 
thanks  to  the  pains  you  have  taken." 

These  phrases  were  rigorously  required  under  the  circumstances,  by 
Chinese  politeness.  Whenever  any  person  in  China  is  compromised  by 
an  awkward  incident,  those  present  always  carefully  refrain  from  any 
observation  which  may  make  him  blush,  or  as  the  Chinese  phrase  it, 
take  away  his  face. 

After  our  conciliatory  address  had  restored  self-possession  to  all 
present,  everybody  drew  round  the  piece  of  paper  on  which  we  had  cast 
up  our  sum  in  Arabic  numerals. 

"That  is  a fine  souan-pan3"  said  one  to  another;  "simple,  sure,  and 
speedy. " 

"Sirs  Lamas,"  asked  the  principal,  "what  do  these  characters  mean? 

What  souan-pan  is  this?" 

"This  souan-pan  is  infallible,"  returned  we;  "the  characters  are 
those  which  the  Mandarins  of  Celestial  Literature  use  in  calculating 
eclipses,  and  the  course  of  the* seasons . " (The  Fathers  Jesuits  intro- 
duced the  use  of  Arabic  numerals  into  the  Observatory  at  Peking.) 

After  a brief  conversation  on  the  merits  of  the  Arabic  numerals, 
the  cashier  handed  us  the  full  amount  of  sakeks,  and  we  parted  good 
friends. 


The  Chinese  are  sometimes  victims  to  their  own  knavery,  and  we  have 
known  even  Tartars  catch  them  in  a snare.  One  day  a Mongol  presented 
himself  at  the  counter  of  a Chinese  money-changer,  with  a youen-pao 
carefully  packed  and  sealed.  A youen-pao  is  an  ingot  of  silver 
weighing  three  pounds  --  in  China  there  are  sixteen  ounces  to  the 
pound;  the  three  pounds  are  never  rigorously  exacted,  there  being 
generally  four  or  five  ounces  over,  so  that  the  usual  weight  of  an 
ingot  of  silver  is  fifty-two  ounces.  The  Tartar  had  no  sooner  unpack- 
ed his  youen-pao  than  the  Chinese  clerk  resolved  to  defraud  him  of  an 
ounce  or  two,  and  weighing  it,  he  pronounced  it  to  be  fifty  ounces. 

"My  youen-pao  weighs  fifty-two  ounces,"  exclaimed  the  Tartar.  "I 
weighed  it  before  I left  home." 

"Oh,  your  Tartar  scales  are  all  very  well  for  sheep,  but  they  don't 
do  for  weighing  bullion." 

After  much  haggling,  the  bargain  was  concluded,  the  youen-pao  was 
purchased  as  weighing  fifty  ounces,  and  the  Tartar,  having  first 
required  and  obtained  a certificate  of  the  stated  weight  and  value 
of  the  ingot,  returned  to  his  tent  with  a good  provision  of  sapeks 
and  bank  notes. 

In  the  evening  the  principal  of  the  establishment  received  the  usual 
report  from  each  clerk  of  the  business  done  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

"I,"  said  one  of  them  with  a triumphant  air,  "bought  a youen-pao  of 
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silver  and  made  two  ounces  by  it."  He  produced  the  ingot,  which  the 
chief  received  with  a smile,  soon  changing  into  a frown. 

"What  have  you  got  here?"  cried  he.  "This  is  not  silver!"  The  ingot 
was  handed  round,  and  all  the  clerks  saw  that  indeed  it  was  base 
bullion. 

"I  know  the  Tartar,"  said  the  clerk  who  had  purchased  it,  "and  will 
have  him  up  before  the  Mandarin." 

The  satellites  of  justice  were  forthwith  dispatched  after  the  roguish 
Tartar,  whose  offence,  proved  against  him,  was  matter  of  capital 
punishment.  It  was  obvious  that  the  ingot  was  base  bullion,  and  on 
the  face  of  the  affair  there  was  clear  proof  that  the  Tartar  had  sold 
it.  The  Tartar,  however,  stoutly  repudiated  the  imputation. 

"The  humblest  of  the  humble,"  said  he,  "craves  that  he  may  be  allowed 
to  put  forth  a word  in  his  defence." 

"Speak,"  said  the  Mandarin,  "but  beware  how  you  say  aught  other  than 
the  exact  truth. " 

"It  is  true,"  proceeded  the  Tartar,  "that  I sold  a youen-pao  at  this 
person's  shop,  but  it  was  all  pure  silver.  I am  a Tartar,  a poor, 
simple  man,  and  these  people,  seeking  to  take  advantage  of  me,  have 
substituted  a false  for  my  genuine  ingot.  I cannot  command  many 
words,  but  I pray  our  father  and  mother  (i.e.  the  Mandarin),  to  have 
this  false  youen-pao  weighed."  The  ingot  was  weighed,  and  found  to 
contain  fifty-two  ounces.  The  Tartar  now  drew  from  one  of  his  boots 
a small  parcel,  containing,  wrapped  in  rags,  a piece  of  paper  which 
he  held  up  to  the  Mandarin. 

"Here  is  a certificate,"  cried  he,  "which  I received  at  the  shop,  and 
which  attests  the  value  and  weight  of  the  youen-pao  that  I sold." 

The  Mandarin  looked  over  the  paper  with  a roguish  smile,  and  then 
said:  "According  to  the  testimony  of  the  clerk  himself  who  wrote 

this  certificate,  this  Mongol  sold  to  him  a youen-pao  weighing  fifty 
ounces;  this  youen-pao  of  base  bullion  weighs  fifty-two  ounces;  this, 
therefore,  cannot  be  the  Mongol's  youen-pao ; but  now  comes  the  ques- 
tion, whose  is  it?  Who  are  really  the  persons  that  have  false 
bullion  in  their  possession?" 

Everybody  present,  the  Mandarin  included,  knew  perfectly  well  how  the 
case  stood;  but  the  Chinese  magistrate,  tickled  with  the  Tartar's 
ingenuity,  gave  him  the  benefit  of  the  clerk's  dull  roguery,  and  dis- 
missed the  charge;  but  not  so  the  accusers,  who  were  well  bastinadoed, 
and  would  have  been  put  to  death  as  coiners,  had  they  not  found  means 
to  appease  justice  by  the  present  of  some  ingots  of  purer  metal. 

--  Evari ste-Regi s Hue  and  Joseph  Gabet, 
Travels  in  Tartary > Thibet  and 
China , 1844-1846.  New  York  (1987) 
reprint,  pages  131,  140-145. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


Parmeshwari  Lai  Gupta.  NUMISMATIC  HISTORY  OF  HIMACHAL  PRADESH.  Hard- 
cover 7-5/16"  x 9-15/16",  ix  + 225pp,  26  plates.  Delhi:  B.  R.  Pub- 

lishing Corporation  (Division  of  D.  K.  Publishers  Distributors  (P) 

Ltd.)  1988.  Available  from  Publisher  at  Regd.  Office  29/9,  Shakti 
Nagar,  Nangia  Park,  Delhi -1 10007,  India. 

This  book,  by  Parmeshwari  Lai  Gupta,  one  of  the  leading  authorities  on 
Indian  numismatics,  is  the  result  of  five  summers  work  on  the  collec- 
tions of  the  Himachal  State  Museum,  Shimla,  and  Bhuri  Singh  Museum, 
Chamba  in  Himachal  Pradesk,  a state  in  the  northwestern  corner  of 
India  in  the  heartofthe  Himalayan  range. 

The  book  is  in  two  parts:  Part  One  being  a Numismatic  History  of 

Himachal  Pradesh,  and  Part  Two  the  Catalogue  of  the  Coins  in  the  Hima- 
chal State  Museum  and  the  Bhuri  Singh  Museum. 

Part  One  deals  with  1.  Name;  2.  History;  3.  Numismatics  and  Museums; 

4.  The  Nanda-Maurya  Period;  5.  The  Indo-Greeks;  6.  The  Tribal  States; 

7.  The  Kushana  and  the  Gupta  Period;  8.  The  Hunas  and  the  Maukharis; 

9.  The  Supremacy  of  Kashmir;  10.  The  Kingdom  of  Chamba;  11.  The  King- 
doms of  Kulu  and  Kangra;  12.  The  Shahis  of  Ohind;  13.  The  Muslim  Dyn- 
asty of  Ghazni;  14.  The  Katoch  Rulers  of  Kangra;  and  15.  The  Delhi 
Sultans  and  the  Mughals. 

Dr.  Gupta  calls  our  attention  to  several  points  that  deserve  attention, 
namely,  that  1.  "Jalandhara  was  the  ancient  name  of  Himachal  Pradesh 
and  Kangra  was  known  by  this  name  for  a long  time. . .scholars  often 
err  in  properly  interpreting  this  geographical  term.  They  generally 
take  it  to  be  Jullundhar,  the  modern  district  in  the  plains  in  Punjab." 
2,  "Besides  throwing  some  fresh  light  on  (the  early  Tribal  States), 
the  probability  of  the  existence  of  a few  other  Tribal  States  here, 
is  also  indicated. . .These  coins  are  much  more  important  for  the  early 
history  of  the  architectural  art  of  India,  of  which  little  is  known 
from  any  source."  3.  "A  materially  different  chronology  of  (the 
Katoch  rulers  of  Kangra,  as  suggested  by  Cunningham)  is  presented  here, 
based  on  the  evidence  of  the  coin  hoards .. .Besides  rearranging  the 
rulers  in  the  chronology,  it  is  pointed  out  that  there  was  more  than 
one  ruler  having  the  same  name  in  the  dynasty." 

Part  Two  includes  1.  a List  of  Coins  in  the  Himachal  State  Museum, 
Shimla;  2.  a List  of  Coins  in  the  Bhuri  Singh  Museum;  3.  Silver  Punch- 
marked  coins;  4.  Indo-Greek  coins;  5.  Kuninda  coins;  6.  Kushana  and 
Huna  coins;  7.  Indo-Sasanian  coins;  8.  the  Karkotaka  Dynasty  of  Kash- 
mir; 9.  the  Later  Rulers  of  Kashmir;  10.  the  Shahis  of  Ohind;  11. 

The  coins  of  the  Ghaznavid  rulers;  12.  the  coins  of  the  Kangra  rulers; 
13.  Unattributed  coins  from  Chamba;  14.  the  coins  of  the  Sultans  of 
Delhi;  15.  the  Sur  and  Mughal  coins;  16.  the  Chaklis  of  Chamba. 

This  is  followed  by  a Bibliography  and  an  Index.  In  general,  the 
Plates  which  were  prepared  by  John  Deyel 1 , are  qui te  good. 

If  you  collect  Indian  coins,  you  certainly  should  add  this  book  to 
your  shelves  as  the  author  knows  the  field  well  and  writes  in  a manner 
calculated  to  keep  your  interest.  I do  recommend  it  highly. 

Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 
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John  F.  Lhotka  and  P.  K.  Anderson.  Survey  of  Medieval  Iberian  Coinages. 

iv  + 126pp,  maps,  charts,  illus.  Soft-cover  8-15/16"  x 6".  New  York: 
Sanford  J.  Durst  Numismatic  Publications  (29-28  41st  Avenue,  Long  Island 
City,  NY  11101)  1989.  Available  from  the  Publisher  at  $15.00. 

The  authors  wrote  in  the  50s  that  "Medieval  Iberian  coinages  are  prob- 
ably one  of  the  least  known  in  the  United  States  and  at  the  same  time 
constitute  one  of  the  simplest  medieval  series  to  understand."  This 
is  probably  still  true. 

This  book  was  originally  written  as  a series  of  articles  for  the  gen- 
eral collector  in  The  numismatist  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
by  two  men  well  known  in  numismatics.  Dr.  John  F.  Lhotka,  now  Professor 
Emeritus  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma  Medical  Center  while  P.  K. 
Anderson  was  a retired  senior  engineer  for  Gulf  Oil  in  Columbia  and 
Venezuela  and  a past  President  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
These  articles  are  now  gathered  together  to  form  this  book. 

Dr.  Lhotka  tells  us  in  his  Preface  written  in  February  1989  that  when 
he  and  Anderson  began  work  on  this  series  of  articles  that  "there  was 
not  a single  general  reference  on  medieval  Iberian  coinages  (Spain  and 
Portugal)  available."  The  best  reference  available  then  was  the  rare 
and  expensive  Spanish  lnaguage  3 volumes  by  Heiss.  This  is  probably 
still  true  and  the  Lhotka/Anderson  book  has  been  published  by  Durst  to 
meet  that  need.  What  the  authors  wrote  then  about  the  coinage  has  not 
changed  substantially.  It  is  true  that  there  have  been  some  reattrib- 
utions, e.g.  issues  of  Charles  II  (the  Bad)  are  now  give  to  the  son 
Charles  III  (the  Noble)  of  Navarre  and  Charles  of  Viana  has  had  several 
issues  attributed  to  him. 

The  book  begins  with  Lhotka 's  Preface,  a Table  of  Contents,  and  six 
sections:  Medieval  Spain;  Castille  and  Leon;  Aragon;  Catalonian  Feu- 

dal Coinages;  Coinages  of  non-Catalonian  Aragonese  dependencies; 

Navarre;  and  Medieval  Portugal.  These  are  followed  by  a List  of 
Medieval  Iberian  Rulers  and  a Combined  Bibliography. 

Included  in  the  section  on  Medieval  Spain  you  will  find  useful  and 
simply  written  sub-sections  on  Numismatic  Iberian  Heraldry;  Medieval 
Iberian  Letter  Forms;  Legend  Forms;  Coin  Types;  Spanish  Coin  Denomin- 
ations; Metals;  and  Values.  In  the  section  of  Medieval  Portugal  you 
will  find  sub-sections  on  Types  and  Inscriptions;  Portuguese  Mint-Marks 
and  Marks;  Denominations;  Metals  and  Values;  and  an  Overall  View. 

The  printer's  type  is  easy  to  read  and  the  quality  of  paper  is  good. 
Unfortunately,  not  all  of  the  plates  have  reproduced  well  and  some  are 
too  dark  to  recognize. 

Nevertheless,  the  book  is  well -worth  having,  especially  at  its  modest 
price  in  this  day  of  expensive  books.  If  you  collect  or  intend  to 
collect  rpedieval  coinages,  you  would  be  well  advised  to  start  by 
adding  this  book  to  your  library. 


Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

James  K.  Allen,  88  John  Teague  Rd.,  Franklin,  No.  Carolina,  28734,  USA: 
WANTED  - London  Crystal  Palace  (1851-1936)  & Motorcycle  related  medals, 
tokens,  advertising  pieces,  etc.  and  corespondence  with  collectors  of 
same  type  material. 

Howard  A.  Daniel,  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0625,  USA: 
Vietnamese  Emperor  (1802-20)  Gia  Long  Thong  Bao  cash-style  coins: 

With  two  characters  (?)  on  its  reverse  at  Lacroix  277  and  Novak  295J 
is  only  supported  by  drawings  in  these  references.  Another  coin  with 
Gia  Long  Thong  Bao  on  both  sides  at  Lacroix  280  and  Toda  225  is  again 
only  supported  by  drawings.  The  coin  at  Krause  61.3b  with  a circle 
around  the  obverse  characters  and  inside  the  rim,  and  another  at  61.3a 
with  just  a circle  (double  rim?)  inside  the  reverse  rim  are  only 
listed  in  Krause  with  no  illustrations.  The  last  coin  at  Krause  65 
with  Tang... Shi h Wen  (Chinese?)  on  the  reverse  is  only  listed  in  this 
reference  and  again  without  an  illustration.  Do  any  of  the  above 
coins  really  exist?  Can  anyone  send  me  a photograph  or  rubbing  of 
them  with  their  weights  and  measurements? 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Whichita,  KS  67216:  Need 

more  information  on  Cuba  Mint  designer,  engraver  Mr.  Fornes,  his 
mark,  a key.  1986  10  Dong  (KM  15,  16,  17)  and  100  Dong  (KM  18  through 
KM  26)  are  overpriced  and  not  meant  for  circulation.  Has  any  refugee 
or  visitor  seen  these  in  circulation  in  Vietnam?  Vietnam  is  too  poor 
to  circulate  these,  so  why  should  the  Vietnamese  government  circulate 
them  at  face  value  when  collectors  think  they  have  to  have  one  and 
will  pay  the  ungodly  prices  in  KM.  I call  for  a ban  on  these  coins 
until  they  get  out  of  Cambodia  and  besides,  it  is  the  Cuba  Mint  that 
is  making  the  US  dollars  off  the  overpriced  coins.  Cuba  Mint  must 
rake  off  90%  off  the  top,  only  giving  the  Vietnamese  officials  10%. 

NI  Reference  Collection:  We  have  discontinued  printing  the  inventory 

of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  If  anyone  needs  an  inventory  of  any 
specific  country,  or  countries,  just  write  the  Curator  at  the  regular 
Dallas  address.  Members  outside  the  USA  are  urged  to  help  us  keep 
the  collection  updated  by  sending  us  new  dates  when  they  are  issued. 

NI  Attribution  Service:  As  announced  in  August  issue,  Charles  K. 

Panish  resigned  as  chairman  of  the  Attribution  Committee  due  to 
health  and  failing  eyesight.  We  are  searching  for  a new  chairman, 
so  if  you  know  of  someone  who  might  be  qualified,  please  nominate 
their  name  to  the  NI  Board  of  Governors.  Due  to  problems  with  mail 
and  customs  in  countries  outside  the  USA,  any  recommendation  should 
be  a person  with  a USA  mailing  address. 

********************************************************************** 


LEPER  COINS 

The  Culion  Leper  Colony  in  the  Philippines  issued  a One  Peso  coin  in 
1925. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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